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FYI

A LEAP SuccESS Story: MoNicA v. SuDEALL
 i left New york in 1983, at the age of 17 to enroll at oakwood college. it became clear 
to me that i was not socially prepared for college and the fact that i was so young and so far 
away from home became intimidating and after my second year at oakwood i left and got 
married. Shortly thereafter, i became a single parent raising three children on my own, and 
not having completed my college degree.

to SuPPortErS AND LovErS oF oAkwooD uNivErSity:
 i began my service as president of oakwood university on January 3, 2011, and 
Prudence and i have enjoyed every minute of the work.  Brilliant students, dedicated 
faculty, deeply spiritual staff members, as well as engaged alumni represent the beauty 
and power of the oakwood experience. it is hard to believe that after attending oakwood 
as a student in the 1970s, and returning as senior pastor in the 1990s, that i now come 
back to serve as president of the institution that formed me as a professional.  But that 
is only a portion of my story.  i will share more of my journey as we produce subsequent 
issues of “Presidential Fyi” in the months to come.  the purpose of this month’s 
newsletter is to pass on to you snapshots of the fine work that takes place at OU on a 
daily basis—whether from our students, our faculty, or our staff.
 This first issue of PFYI features news and views, testimonies of students and alumni, 
and information intended to inspire you with the commitment to academic excellence and 
daily service that is expressed at oakwood university.  oakwood’s impact can be felt in 
local, national, and international arenas.  Enjoy the inspiration and hope that grows out of 
the soil of this place called Oakwood.   Please email us at PresidentsOffice@oakwood.edu if 
we can help you in any way. 

Leslie N. Pollard, Ph.D., D.Min., M.B.A.
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 in 1996, i began working at oakwood as administrative 
assistant to the vice president for Student Services, yet still 
wanting and needing to finish my degree, but knowing it was 
not possible with three young children. Nervously, i enrolled 
in the LEAP program. it gave me the opportunity that no 
other college program could at the time—going to school 
only one night a week and still continuing my job and family 
life with three kids.
 The LEAP faculty and staff were very helpful. Espe-
cially, Dr. Sandra Price. She told me repeatedly, “Monica, 
you can do anything.” i had never heard or ever felt that be-
fore in my life. She became my first mentor, and I complet-
ed my bachelor’s degree in organizational Management.
 Getting that oakwood degree in the LEAP program 

encouraged me professionally. For example, i became administrative assistant to the Dean 
of instruction at Drake State technical college here in Huntsville. there, President Helen 
t. McAlpine became my mentor, always encouraging, supporting me to aim and shoot 
higher. She believed in me and my dreams, and challenged me not to stop. She was instru-
mental in recommending me to be a candidate in the Alabama community college Leader-
ship Academy. 
 A key component of a college’s success is having skilled and competent leadership 
at the forefront of the institution. the Alabama community college Leadership Academy 
(the Academy) was designed for the expressed purpose of preparing 21st century leaders 
to guide community and technical colleges into the next phase of their development. 
  As a result, i then: (1) earned my M.B.A. in entrepreneurship from kaplan univer-
sity; (2) became and remain Drake State’s director of admissions and registrar and the 
international student adviser; (3) enrolled in the Alabama community college Leadership 
Academy, graduating this April from the university of Alabama in tuscaloosa; and (4) am a 
second-year doctoral student at Nova Southeastern university, in Higher Education Lead-
ership, specializing in curriculum Development.
 i am especially proud of my children. todd G. taylor, Jr., is currently a freshman at 
uA-Huntsville, majoring in mechanical engineering. My daughter, keiani E. taylor, is cur-
rently a senior at Sparkman High School and was recently accepted in the pre-med pro-
gram at the university of Alabama in Birmingham.
 thanks, Dr. Price, you always saw the best in me. Now i work daily to advise and 
motivate my 1,200 students the same way, with those same words. i also thank Dr. Helen 
McAlpine, president of J.F. Drake State technical college, for believing in me and entrust-
ing me with the role of director of admissions and registrar. My job at Drake has been a 
very rewarding and educational one. 

oAkwooD FAcuLty rEcEivE GrANtS
A. G. volkov, Ph.D. (Department of chemistry)—$319,018 over 3 years, March 1, 2011-Febru-
ary 28, 2014, from the Department of Defense for a research project entitled “Morphing 
Structures, Mechanosensors, and osmotic Motors in Plants.”
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A. G. volkov. Ph.D. (Department of chemistry)—$352,198 over 3 years, February 1, 2011- Janu-
ary 31, 2014, from the National Science Foundation for a research proj-
ect entitled “Basic Mechanisms of Biological Sensing and Actuation in 
Plants.”
 
Darayas, N. Patel, Ph.D. (Department of Mathematics and computer Sci-
ence)—$475,873 over 3 years,  March 1, 2011-February 28, 2014, from the 
Department of Defense for a research project entitled “New Nanomate-
rials for High Power Lasers.”

Lucy A. cort, Proposal Development Specialist

oAkwooD PArtNEr AwArDED NASA coNtrAct
 
 NASA announced on Friday, March 25, 2011, that it is awarding the NASA integrated 
communications Services (NicS) contract worth up to $1.3 billion to Science Applications 
international corp. (SAic) of McLean, virginia. the work will include support for NASA’s Mar-
shall Space Flight center in Huntsville, Alabama.
 SAIC will provide managerial and technical support to NASA’s chief information officer 
for corporate and missions communications, including local area network management at all 
NASA centers.  the contract is part of NASA’s ongoing it infrastructure integration program 
known as i3P. 
 Oakwood University as a sub-contractor to SAIC will benefit 
substantially through student internships, employees, and millions of 
dollars in revenue to the institution. the contract is cost-plus-award-
fee/incentive-fee. the base award is $340 million. if all options are 
exercised, it is worth $1.3 billion.

Marcia A. Burnette
Assistant vice President for Advancement and Development

oAkwooD PrEPArES For AccrEDitAtioN viSit
 oakwood university will have an advisory visit from Dr. Michael S. Johnson, a vice 
president from the Southern Association of colleges and Schools (SAcS) commission on col-
leges (coc) on wednesday, April 27, 2011. the purpose of Dr. Johnson’s visit will be to review 
existing documents and to provide valuable insight relating to the reaffirmation process.  Dr. 
Johnson will meet with various committees throughout the day and address any areas of 
concern.  We are looking forward to this beneficial visit as we approach reaffirmation.
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oAkwooD NurSiNG DEPArtMENt to HoSt FirSt  
coNFErENcE
 
 on April 22, 2011, the oakwood university Nursing Advisory council (ouNAc) is hav-
ing their first annual nursing conference on childhood obesity, with India Medley, M.S.N., 
r.N., crNP, as the guest speaker.  the conference will be held at oak-
wood university in the Moseley complex building at 8:30 a.m., and is 
open to the public.  the registration fee is $30, and refreshments will be 
served. OUNAC is offering 1.5 CEU’s to all nurses in attendance with the 
support of the Alabama State Nurses Association (ASNA) and American 
Nurses credentialing center’s commission on Accreditation (ANcc). 
thank you for your support!
 
veronica c. Leftridge, M.S.N., r.N.
Assistant Professor, Department of Nursing

ou SociAL work DEPArtMENt cELEBrAtES 
NAtioNAL SociAL work MoNtH
The following campus and off-campus events were sponsored by the Social Work Depart-
ment during the month of March:

  ●  Hiv testing, oakwood university, Blake center conference room, thursday, 
March 17, 2:00-5:00 p.m. Friday, March 18, 8:30-11:30 a.m.
	 ●  Forged by Fire (special abuse awareness program), oakwood university, Moran
Hall,thursday, March 17, 8:00-10:00 p.m.
 ●  Sabbath services for the oakwood Span ish church, Sabbath, March 19, Moseley
complex chapel, 9:30 p.m.-12:00 noon.
 ●  Limestone correctional Facility trip, wednesday, March 23, 7:00-9:oo a.m.
 ●  willow run towers fellowship program, Friday, March 25, 5:00 p.m.
 ●  Sabbath school, earliteen youth, oakwood university church, Sabbath, March 26, 
9:15-10:30 a.m.

 on February 4, 2011, the Department of 
Social work, in collaboration with Alabama A&M 
university’s Social work Department, hosted 
the second annual research conference at the 
Moseley complex. the event highlighted current 
student research projects conducted by graduat-
ing seniors. topics included: “African Americans 
and Adoption rates”; “Social work interventions 
with overweight and obese children”; “Phe-
nomological Study on Poverty and college Stu-
dents”; and “Homosexuality and Perceptions of 
SDA theology Students.” the event was attended 

Social Work Research Conference at-
tendees listen to the opening plenary given 
by Dr. Edith Fraser, chair of the Alabama 
A&M School of Social Work.
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by over 150 social work students, 
faculty, and community guests 
from Alabama A&M university, 
the university of tennessee 
(utc) in chattanooga State col-
lege, and oakwood university, 
in addition to local social work 
practitioners.
 one of the highlights of 
this year’s activities was the 
work of freshman Social work 
students, who hosted a special program on abuse called 
“Forged by Fire.”  the program consisted of guest speakers, 

music, and poetry. the focus of the program was on knowledge, healing, 
and prevention awareness.  well over 300 students were in attendance at 
this event.

ou SErvicE FEAturE: truSt SErvicES
 Faithful stewards of the Lord’s means know about their business af-
fairs, and, like wise men, they will be prepared for emergencies.  Should 
they die unexpectedly, they will not leave great stress and perplexity upon 
those who are responsible for settling their estate.  this paraphrase of a 
passage found in testimonies, volume 4, page 482, describes every chris-

tian’s fiduciary responsibility in a nutshell.
 At oakwood university, we take our divinely appointed stewardship responsibility 
very seriously.  Therefore, we offer professional assistance to our alumni and supporters in 
the management and protection of their estates.  in most cases, the university can assist 
its alumni, donors, faculty and staff by providing wills, powers of attorney, and living wills, 
drafted by a licensed estate attorney, free of charge.  Also, other legal 
estate planning vehicles, such as charitable gift annuities, revocable 
living trusts, and special gifting opportunities that benefit both the 
donor and the university are available.
 As christians, we recognize that God extends to us the privilege 
and responsibility of managing His goods.  oakwood is prepared to as-
sist you in protecting the assets that have been entrusted to your care.

5

Fred Pullins, Trust 
Services Director

Students representatives from all four 
schools in attendance share what they 
learned from attending this year’s 
conference.

Christine John Pierre, 
a freshmen Social 
Work major and ar-
chitect of the “Forged 
by Fire” program.

Students listen attentively at the 
“Forged By Fire” abuse aware-
ness program held in Moran Hall.



LiFEcorE: LiviNG our LEGAcy 
 President Pollard and ou administrators partnered with the 
2011 and 2012 USM officers to bring you LifeCore. Faculty, deans, and 
USM officers will be active over the next couple of weeks reminding 
you to tell your story through Lifecore. what do you think about wor-
ship and chapel? Are you interested in having a more meaningful life? 
what are the spiritual issues that you are grappling with? Lifecore is 
the new spiritual life assessment for oakwood university. Lifecore 
can be found at Myoakwood and will be online until April 26.

oAkwooD ALuMNuS FEAturED iN LADIES HOME 
JOURNAL

 Dr. Marlo Hodnett (formerly known as Mar-
lo Murray-Jackson) graduated from Oakwood 
University in 2000 and continued her education 
at Loma Linda University School of Medicine, 
receiving her M.D. degree in 2004. She completed 
her Internal Medicine residency in Knoxville, Ten-
nessee, and now has her own practice, Abundant 
Life Medical Care, in 
Huntsville, Alabama. Dr. 
Hodnett was recently 
featured in the March 
8, 2011, issue of Ladies 

Home Journal. In honor of International Women’s Day on March 8, 
Ladies Home Journal saluted amazing American women who are help-
ing change lives around the world. The following is quoted from the 
article “Global Citizens,” by Amanda Wolfe.
 Since her college years, Dr. Hodnett has traveled the world to 
volunteer with the National Association for the Prevention of Starva-
tion (NAPS). She has helped feed children, build schools, and provide 
much-needed care to families in Guyana, Madagascar, Malawi, and 
other countries. “On those first trips I realized that I wanted to go to 
medical school so that i could dedicate my life to helping these peo-
ple,” says Dr. Hodnett. She now has a private practice in Alabama, 
but devotes each Friday, Saturday, and Sunday to providing free 
treatment to migrant workers and people living in extreme poverty in 
southern Alabama and Mississippi.
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Dr. Prudence Pollard is 
the producer of LifeCore.

Dr. Hodnett greets a smiling girl in Haiti.

Dr. Hodnett treating injured 
children in the aftermath of 
the earthquake in Haiti.



ou JuNiorS AccEPtED iNto SuMMEr ProGrAM 
At cArNEGiE MELLoN uNivErSity

 oakwood would like to congratulate wayne Dennis, Jr., kahlil wallace, and tanesha 
Miller for their acceptance into the information Systems segment of the 2011 community 
Summer Program at carnegie Mellon university in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. the program is 
an intensive summer experience in information systems technology, project management, 
teamwork and software development tools and techniques.  Approximately eight students 
in all will be attending the program.   in addition to classroom instruction, the program will 
include a real project with a partner organization in the Pittsburgh area.

wayne Dennis, Jr.

ou BEGiNS coLLEGiAtE SABBAtH ScHooL
 one common artifact of the Seventh day Adventist faith tradition is the conversations 
around the world centered on a set topic called the Sabbath school lesson.  on April 02, 2011, 
Students at oakwood university joined in that conversation as a campus group.  the theme 
for this quarter’s conversations is “Garments of Grace: clothing imagery in the Bible.”  the 
contemplation at ou was led by charde Hurst, who began with a fashion show, “Does what 
you wear matter?”
 what does it mean to be clothed in christ’s righteousness?  in her presentation she 
shared pictures of individuals and challenged us to correctly match an identity with the pic-
tures.  The identity descriptions included a murderer, a self-identified homosexual, a college 
grad, and a millionaire. it was a powerful lesson in not always being able to judge a book by 
its cover.  
 the second portion of the program was coordinated by the group voicE (visualizing 
our interconnection to Emmanuel).  Participants were allowed to choose one activity of 
the four offered, including drawing, painting, poetry and drama.  The drama group explored 
how easy it is to remove the robe of righteousness. those in painting and drawing expressed 
through art what they thought God thinks of our robe of righteousness.  Last, the poetry 
group shared why we should wear the robe.
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kahlil wallace Tanesha MillerWayne Dennis, Jr.



  After the completion of those tasks, participants were given an opportunity to share their 
creations. the collegiate Sabbath school experience meets in the cafeteria from 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
on Sabbath mornings. By the way, the breakfast menu included bis-
cuits, scrambled tofu, hard boiled eggs, and sausages, tater tots, along 
with the usual fresh fruit, whip cream, strawberries, and cereal. Join us 
for a new experience where we chat and chew food for our bodies and 
our souls.  this past Sabbath, there were around 100 students. Join the 
movement.

Patricia Stewart-Daniel

vice President for Student Services

oAkwooD uNitED StuDENt MovEMENt ExcELS iN 
SErvicE
 the united Student Movement this semester has enjoyed many accomplishments.   For 
the first time ever we held online elections, where we had the highest number of voters. USM 
has also partnered with administration on developing a spiritual life survey that seeks to under-
stand the needs of the students and how they feel about spiritual life on campus. the united 
Student Movement has raised over $6,000 for Hope 4 Humanity’s El Salvador Project, which is 
focused on eradicating illiteracy in El Salvador. the united Student Movement has been very ac-
tive this school year in addressing student needs and will continue this trend until the very last day. 

toson knight, uSM President
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USM Officers for 2011


